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Colorado Rails & Trails 
August 3-8, 2015 

 
From the heights of the purple mountains majesty of Rocky Mountain National Park to deep 
canyons carved by the Colorado River, it’s impossible to catalog all the locations in Colorado 
where you’ll meet Mother Nature face to face and find few words to describe her magnificence. 
 
Monday, August 3rd  
Today you will travel through Kansas to Burlington, Colorado.  Burlington is home to the 
historic Kit Carson County Carousel, featuring 46 hand carved animals that have been restored to 
their original paint.  You will enjoy a ride on the carousel before visiting the Old Town Museum.  
This historic site includes 21 fully restored buildings with authentic artifacts from the turn-of-
the-century.   Your hotel this evening is the Best Western Plus Carousel Inn.  (Dinner is included 
this evening) 
 
 
Tuesday, August 4th  
You will arrive in Colorado Springs this morning and visit the U.S. Olympic Training Center, 
one of only three in the United States.  The U.S. Olympic Complex is the flagship training center 
for the U.S. Olympic Committee and the Olympic Training Center programs. USA Swimming 
and USA Shooting have their national headquarters on complex, and the center has sport venues 
and support facilities for fencing, gymnastics, judo, modern pentathlon, shooting, swimming, 
taekwondo, weightlifting and wrestling.  This afternoon you will visit the U.S. Air Force 
Academy and the Cadet Chapel, Colorado’s number one manmade tourist attraction.  The 
chapel's aluminum, glass and steel structure soars more than 150 feet into the Colorado sky.  
Your home for the next three nights will be the DoubleTree by Hilton.  (Breakfast and lunch are 
included today) 
     
Wednesday, August 5th  
This morning you will visit Garden of the Gods Park, a National Natural Landmark.   The 
towering red rock formations of Garden of the Gods Park come alive when you enjoy a guided 
tour and stop at the Visitor and Nature Center and explore the geology, plants, animals and 
people of this amazing park.  The park offers a wonderful view of Pikes Peak, paved and 
unpaved hiking paths, the historic Rock Ledge Ranch Historic Site, and a living history museum.  
You’ll find all the souvenirs you’re looking for at the Garden of the Gods Trading Post, 
Colorado’s largest art gallery and gift store with over 25,000 gifts and souvenirs to choose from. 
The Art Gallery features local and nationally known artists, contemporary jewelry, paintings, 
pueblo pottery and Navajo rugs.  Next you will board the Pikes Peak Cog Railway and climb to 
14,115 feet to experience the magnificent panoramas that inspired the song America the 
Beautiful.  Your dinner is included this evening at Briarhurst Manor, located in the tiny valley of 
Manitou Springs. The stately Victorian Manor House was built in 1876 by the founder of 
Manitou Springs, Dr. William Bell, of London, England.  (Breakfast and dinner are included 
today).  



Thursday, August 6th 
No Colorado vacation would be complete without a visit to the Royal Gorge Bridge and Park in 
Cañon City.  Hanging high above Colorado’s wild Arkansas River, the Royal Gorge Bridge is 
America’s highest suspension bridge and a legendary feat of engineering renowned the world 
over.   For those who venture across it, the experience is priceless. You’ll have time to visit the 
Visitor Center, take a ride on the new aerial gondolas gliding 2,200 feet across the Royal Gorge,  
ride aboard the scale-model of Old 424, an original 1893 locomotive, modeled after Southern 
Pacific’s C.P. Huntington, visit the Historical Theatre and ride the Carousel.   Next, climb aboard 
Colorado's most scenic train, the Royal Gorge Route Railroad, for a journey through the 
spectacular Royal Gorge. Since 1879, these tracks have followed the winding, tumbling 
Arkansas River deep within the soaring, 1,000-foot granite cliffs of Colorado's Royal Gorge. 
You will enjoy a delicious lunch in the Vista Dome Car.  These enclosed, glass-domed cars offer 
the most spectacular views of the Arkansas River, the Royal Gorge, and the underneath side of 
the Royal Gorge Bridge.  Break bread with your friends as you sink into your comfortable booth-
styled seats for a relaxing roll through this meandering canyon. This afternoon you will visit The 
Abbey Monastery & Winery in Cañon City, listed on the National Register of Historical Places.  
Your dinner is included this evening at one of Colorado Springs’ most popular restaurants, 
Edelweiss German Restaurant.  (Breakfast, lunch and dinner are included today). 
 
Friday, August 7th 
Departing Colorado Springs this morning, you will head back through Kansas stopping at Kansas 
Originals.  Here you will find Kansas-made items and food products.  Dinner is included this 
evening at Martinelli’s in Salina, Kansas.  Your hotel is the Holiday Inn Express in Salina.  
(Breakfast and dinner are included today). 
 
Saturday, August 8th 
This morning you’ll enjoy a visit to the Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum in 
Abilene, Kansas.  Next, you will stop at Russell Stover Candies before enjoying a delicious Fried 
Chicken lunch at the Brookville Hotel in Abilene.  Later this afternoon you will return to 
Gladstone with wonderful memories of your Colorado vacation.  (Breakfast and lunch are 
included today). 
 
Per Person Tour Price:         $1099.00 Double 
                      $1399.00 Single 
                       
Price includes motor coach transportation, hotel accommodations, tours, 12 meals, and driver’s 
gratuity.  A deposit of $100.00 per person is required to hold space, with final payment due June 
1st.    A full refund will be issued in the event of a trip cancellation due to insufficient enrollment.  
Refunds are available up to the final payment date. A $5.00 processing fee will be deducted if a 
refund check is required.  If you have to cancel after final payment has been made, we will get 
back for you what we can, it is at the discretion of the hotel, restaurants and attractions.   
 
 

For reservations or further information, please contact: 
Paige Robbins 

    Gladstone Parks & Recreation 
7010 N. Holmes 

Gladstone, MO.  64118 
816-423-4086 


