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Atkins-Johnson Farm & Museum 
January 27, 2025

Marye Newman
Museum Manager 

City of Gladstone, MO        

2024 in Review
• The previous attendance record was 

broken last year for the third year in a 
row – 13,885 people used the facility.
• Previous record: 2024 11,852

• The Big Shoal Heritage Area Barn 
Project was approved and started 
including hiring Shape Architecture and 
buying the post-and-beam kit

• Two scout projects were completed: a 
new lending library box made out of 
upcycled wood from the property and 
replacement of damaged benches

• The Big Shoal Vintage Car Show kicked 
off to great success
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Museum Attendance 
Year/
Month

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

2024 0 114 574 1323 1556 2387 4025 1998 887 421 600 13,885

2023 0 0 910 973 1287 2351 2917 1901 681 180 652 11,852

2022 20 375 832 1,064 1,474 1,957 1,849 2,223 1,014 124 653 11,585

2021 0 0 106 158 359 207 283 1,089 378 169 765 3,514

2020 0 0 0 0 279 372 219 622 412 104 41 2,101

2019 0 0 150 283 170 271 622 974 215 136 716 3,230

2018 0 0 172 96 1,434 158 292 535 185 225 546 3,643

2017 0 0 143 175 1439 180 115 196 85 55 402 2,790

2016 0 0 88 397 163 107 117 1,566 87 77 276 2,878

2015 0 0 304 224 145 85 142 888 303 77 241 2,409

2014 83 47 36 99 106 200 122 1,307 146 82 199 2,427

2013 23 14 527 191 179 180 129 973 137 51 0 2,404

TOTAL 126 436 2,358 2,687 5,748 3,787 3,565 10,373 2,962 1,100 3,839 62,718

2025 Programs & Events 
• Walk N’ Wag - 4/19
• 1860s Picnic and Encampment 

4/26
• Gladstone Farmers Market 

Begins - 5/3
• Cornsense – 5/3
• Afternoon Tea – 5/10
• Movie Night at AJFM – 5/29
• Storytime on the Farm - 6/4
• Big Shoal Vintage Auto Show –

6/14
• Summer Yoga on the Farm - 6/7 

- 7/26 (Saturdays)
• Mad Science: Take Root and 

Sprout – 6/18
• Children’s Garden Day – 7/12
• Mad Science: Nature – 7/16

• Storytime on the Farm - 7/30
• Big Shoal Farm Sunflower Field 

Festival - 8/16
• Atkins-Johnson Sunflower 

Run/Walk 5K - 8/23
• Fall Yoga on the Farm 8/30-10/4 

(Saturdays)
• Pickin’ on the Front Porch 

Bluegrass Concert  - 9/6
• Big Shoal Farm Pumpkin Field 

Festival - 9/20
• Big Shoal Country Fair - 9/27
• Candlelight Big Shoal Cemetery 

Tour - 10/18
• Photos with Santa & Mrs. Claus 

12/6
• Holiday Nights - 12/6
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Friends of the Atkins-Johnson Farm 
and Museum
• Cornsense – 5/3
• Big Shoal Vintage Auto Show – 6/14
• Friend’s Annual Meeting and Ice Cream Social 

- 6/20
• Big Shoal Farm Sunflower Field Festival -

8/16
• Atkins-Johnson Sunflower Run/Walk 5K -

8/23
• Big Shoal Farm Pumpkin Field Festival - 9/20
• Big Shoal Country Fair - 9/27
• Friendsgiving – 11/8
• Photos with Santa & Mrs. Claus - 12/6
• Christmas Party - 12/6

Big Shoal Farm

• The Big Shoal Farm is gearing up to start planting 
for its sixth season.

• Sweet Corn will be harvested from July to August 
(4.5 acres)

• Sunflowers will be available for self-pick in August 
(1.25 acres)

• Pumpkins are available from September – Mid 
October (1.25 acres)

• Sunflowers and Pumpkins will be featured in their 
very own Field Festivals. 
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2024 Exhibitions
Sounds of the Nation: An American Music History
April 2 – June 28

Starting with indigenous folk music and all the way to the
modern pop, rock, and hip-hop artist of today, visitors will be
able to experience a taste of vibrant and ever-changing
American music throughout its history. Follow the movements,
artist, and tools that have created the sounds of the nation.

Frances Densmore recording Native American songs 
sung by Mountain Chief (Sioux). Harris & Ewing. 

1915. Library of Congress.

Crowd at Woodstock Music Festival during Joe Cocker’s 
Performance. 1969. Wikimedia.

Inherently Unequal: Segregated Education in 
Missouri – Travelling Exhibit Produced by the 
Missouri State Museum
July 9 – August 30

Black Missourians too often found it 
difficult to access education in the 
19th and early 20th centuries. This 
exhibit reminds us of the obstacles 
they faced, and the dignity and 
diligence with which many Black 
citizens sought to educate 
themselves in a system of inherently 
unequal schools.
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Mourning in the Victorian Era
September 3 – November 1

Queen Victoria defined mourning traditions throughout the
Western World in the nineteenth century after the death of
her husband, Prince Albert. Follow the changes how people
grieved, what it meant to process death in the Victorian Era,
and the ways these changing trends shaped our modern world.

Mary Todd Lincoln in Mourning 
Attire. Joseph Ward. 1865-
1882. Library of Congress.

Group Mourning Death of Family Member. Stinchomb Photo Studio 
© - not renewed. 1915. Library of Congress.

Fort Whipple draped with Mourning Crepe – Defense of Washington. 
William Morris Smith. June 1865. Library of Congress.

Holiday Toys 
November 5 – December 6
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Thank You!

















Interim Monthly Report – 6 months ending. Fiscal Year Complete: 50.00% | 1 
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